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AWAY from No Way
Disability and Juvenile Justice

Will begin at 2:00 p.m. Eastern Time

ÅAudio and visuals are provided through the online webinar platform

ÅAccess to presentation handouts was included in the email reminder you 

received for this session

ÅThis session will be open-captioned
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Technical Assistance

ÅIf you experience technical 

difficulties

ÅUse the QUESTIONS panel 

to let us know

ÅCall 301-217-0124
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Audio

ÅExpand the audio panel to 

select computer audio or 

phone call 
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Video

ÅUse the divider line to 

enlarge or reduce the 

video feed



7/11/2021

5

5

Questions and Comments

ÅUse the QUESTIONS panel
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Archive

ÅThis webinar is being recorded and can 

be accessed next week

ÅYou will receive an email with information 

on how to access the archive
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Presentation Accessibility

ÅFor the benefit of participants who are not able to see 

the presentation slides on the webinar platform, 

speakers will 

ÅAnnounce slide numbers

ÅDescribe images that are meaningful to the content of 

the session 



7/11/2021

8

8

About Your Hostsé

TransCen, Inc.

ÅImproving the lives of people with disabilities through meaningful work 

and community inclusion

Mid-Atlantic ADA Center, 
a project of TransCen, Inc.

ÅFunded by National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and 

Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR), Administration for Community Living, 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
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ADA National Network

ÅTen regional centers provide 

guidance, training, and 

materials on the ADA

Å1-800-949-4232

ÅADAta.org

http://www.adata.org/
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Hasan Davis J.D.

www.hasandavis.com

@hasandavis

HDSolutions

http://www.hasandavis.com/
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Restrain, 
Seclusion, Arrest, 
and Suspension

ÅStudents with disabilities are 12% of student 
population, but

Å75% of those physically restrained at 
school to immobilize them or reduce their 
ability to move freely

Å58% of those placed in seclusion or 
involuntary confinement

Å25% of students arrested and referred to 
law enforcement

ÅStudents with disabilities are 2x more likely 
to receive suspension (13%) than students 
without disabilities (6%)
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Suspension of 
preschool 
children, by 
race/ethnicity 
and gender

ÅBlack children represent 18% of 
preschool enrollment, but 48% of 
preschool children receiving more than 
one out-of- school suspension; 

ÅWhite students represent 43% of 
preschool enrollment but 26% of 
preschool children receiving more than 
one out of school suspension. 

ÅBoys are 79% of preschool children 
suspended once and 82% of preschool 
children suspended multiple times, 
although boys represent 54% of 
preschool enrollment. 
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Disproportionately 
high 
suspension/expulsion 
rates for students of 
color

ÅBlack students are suspended and 
expelled at a rate three times 
greater than white students

ÅOn average, 5% of white students 
are suspended, compared to 16% of 
black students 

ÅAmerican Indian and Native-Alaskan 
students are also disproportionately 
suspended and expelled, 
representing less than 1% of the 
student population but 2% of out-of-
school suspensions and 3% of 
expulsions 
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Suspensions are still 
among the leading 
indicators of whether a 
student will drop out of 
school; increases a 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ Ǌƛǎƪ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 
incarceration

ÅA 2012 report estimated that 
annually, 3,000,000 students 
ƭƻǎŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ άǎŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜέ 
due to school removal
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Research by the 
Everyone 
Graduates Center 
at Johns Hopkins 
University showed

ÅSuspension increased the chance of 
leaving school prior to graduation 
from 16 percent to a 32 percent 

ÅStudents who were excluded were 
29 percent more likely to drop out at 
some point during their high school 
career

ÅThe effects of exclusion can be 
cumulative, with each additional 
suspension increasing the risk of 
dropping out by 10 percent
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High School Drop-Out Image
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What 
happens 

next?

ÅStudy results vary based 
on population, ōǳǘ Χ 
the data are clear
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Dropouts

ÅAre3 1/2x more likely than high 
school graduates to be arrested

ÅMore than 8x as likely to 
experience jail or prison

ÅBetween 16 ς24 were 63x more 
likely to be institutionalized than 
ǇŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 
degree or higher
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Overrepresentation 
of youth in the 
juvenile justice 
system

Main Drivers

JJ involved youth are disproportionately:

üYouth of color

üYouth experiencing mental, emotional 

or physical disability

üYouth experiencing educational failure

üYouth experiencing poverty

üYouth with a history of trauma

National Disability Rights Network
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By the numbers

ÅAn estimated 70% of all justice-

involved youth have disabilities, 

including psychiatric, mental health, 

sensory, and intellectual disabilities 

as well as co-occurring disorders. 

National Disability Rights Network
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Overrepresentation 
of youth with 

disabilities in the 
juvenile justice 

system

ÅMost of these youth are in contact 
with the justice system for minor 
offenses:

Often related to conduct that is a 
manifestation of disabilities (identified or 
not) or traumatic experiences that have 
not been appropriately addressed

For many, community services either are 
not available or are not being 
coordinated effectively to provide the 
right supports

National Disability Rights Network
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Having a 
disability is a risk 
factor for contact 
with the JJ 
system

ÅSome behaviors related to unknown, untreated, or 
inappropriately treated disabilities

ÅIdentifying disabilities and providing appropriate treatment and 
services can prevent further contact with the JJ system

Å System Youth are "disproportionately minority, impoverished, 
and poorly educated, and many lack social networks -- limit the 
type and scope of mental health services provided to youth."

ÅYouth with disabilities can be prone to be bullied, harassed, and 
fall behind academically. That can lead to truancy, running away 
from home, and other behaviors that can result in arrest

ÅIdentifying justice involved youth with disabilities and connecting 
them and their families to the services they need is more likely 
to result in being diverted from being adjudicated delinquent 
and diverted from secure confinement

ÅStudies have shown that meeting the special education needs of 
justice involved youth with disabilities improves their academic 
achievement and reduces future contact with the juvenile and 
criminal justice systems

ÅYouth who are confined in secure JJ facilities are more likely to 
engage in future delinquent acts or criminal offenses. Advocacy 
to divert youth with disabilities from being incarcerated reduces 
that risk

http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/ojjdp/210331.pdf
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Secure juvenile 
justice facilities 
are not safe 
places for 
vulnerable youth

Bottom Line
Generally, most youth get worse, not better, when confined in 
secure JJ facilities, and would do better in community-based 
settings that provide appropriate treatment without jeopardizing 
community safety. 

When it comes to young people with mental health problems, 
intellectual disabilities or suffering from trauma:

ÅEven short-term confinement in a secure detention facility 
pending court proceedings places youth in ƘŀǊƳΩǎ way. This 
includes:

ÅPotential physical harm;

ÅInadequate suicide protocols and precautions; 

ÅImproper use by staff of toxic psychotropic medications to 
induce compliance rather than for treatment purposes; 

ÅProlonged, forced physical exercise as punishment; improper 
use of force (e.g., pepper spray, Tasers, restraint chairs) as 
unauthorized punishment; denials of medically necessary 
services; and other violation of youth rights.

ÅEarly intervention, prevention, and diversion are the key 
strategies for addressing these problems. 
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These dramatic 
and often 
traumatic 
experiences 
threaten to 
further 
challenge our 
youth as they 
move along 
their own 
development 
pathways
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